The Kathasaritsagara (The ocean of stories) 
of Somadeva is really an abridged version 
of that great treasure—the Brihatkatha. No 
version of the Brihatkatha has come to us, 
though we have many poems and plays in 
Sanskrit which draw on it for themes. 
The Kathasaritsagara, however, preserves, 
though in a very terse form, this great 
heritage. It abounds in tales of romance 
and adventure in wondrous worlds up in 
the sky, or in the bowels of the earth, or 
on the bed of the ocean, peopled by 
persons and semi-divine beings who deal 
in magic as an everyday commodity. 

The story of Shridatta (a gift of Shri, that 
is Lakshi adapted from one such tale. 
Shridatta is a universal favourite as one 
would expect a gift from the Goddess 
Lakshmi to be. 
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KALANEMI AND HIS WIFE LIVED IN THE CITY OF PATALIPUTRA. 
THEY WERE VERY РОО. THEY HAD NO CHILDREN. 


SHRIDATTA WAS 
TAUGHT THE 
SCRIPTURES... 


HE GREW UP AS GOOD As HE WAS TALENTED. 


SHRIDATTA 
HAS BROUGHT 


KALANEM 
HIM LUCK, 


16 FORTUNATE _ 


THE KING OF PATALIPUTRA HEARD OF SHRIDATTA. KALANEMI AND SHRIDATTA WERE 


INVITED TO 
Ci [ШИ iwant your son 
TO LIVE IN THE 
PALACE AS PRINCE 
VIKRAMASHARTPS 
COMPANION. 


LEARN FROM 
¡RIDATTA, SON. 
BE STUDIOUS 
AND HUMBLE 
LIKE HIM. 


SHRIDATTA MADE MANY FRIENDS AT COURT— 


I WISH_SHRIDATTA 
WERE OUR 
PRINCE. 


COURTEOUS AS 
VIERAMASHAKTI 
15 RUDE 


HE IS AS 


١ WOULD GIVE 
MY LIFE FOR. 
SHRIDATTA. 


ALL THIS MADE 
VIERAMASHAKT/ 
К OF 
SHRIDATTA. 


ONE OF THESE 
DAYS PLL GET 
EVEN WITH 


A Few DAYS LA; 


TAKE care, \ Ü| 
SHRIDATTA . 
WE'LL WAIT TILL 
You COME BACK. 


| 
KILLED ONLY BY 


THAT LION CAN ع8‎ 


THE VERY NEXT DAY SHRIDATTA 
FOUGHT THE LION. 


TO HIS SURPRISE THE LION TURNED 
INTO AS YAICGHA.. 


LAM GRATEFUL TO 
YOU, SHRIDATTA. 
SOU HAVE RELEASED 
ME FROM A CURSE. 


#YAKSHAS ARE SEMI-DIVINE BEINGS, OF WHOM KUBERA WAS THE LORD. 


IT HAS THE POWER. TO 
WIPE OUT THE 
EFFECTS OF 
POISON, 


Eee mo weit Wi ad 
eg 

THE GANGA,AT THE PLACE 

HEE YOU JUMPED 003. = 


ELE MA f 


MEANWHILE — N 


INN 


SHRIDATTA 


22 
22 
15 ALIVE! = 
vê WÛ SOON = 

se wm you. SE 


UNA 


ANXIOUS TO GIVE SHRIDATTA'S PARENTS THE GOOD 


ФО TO UWAIN PLL 


THEIR WAY THEY WERE 
STOPPED BY FRIENDS. 


NEWS, THEY RUSHED TOWARDS THE CITY. BUT ON 


THE KING DIED YESTERDAY. 
VIKRAMASHAKTI HAS KILLED |4 
SHRIDATTA’S PARENTS AND 


15 NOW LOOKING FOR YOu. La 


HIDE NEAR THE RIVER 


WHEN SHRIDATTA CAME OUT OF THE GAN 


WHERE ARE THE 
OTHERS? 


SHH! COME 
QUIETLY INTO 
THE WOODS AND Ñ> 
PLL TELL YOU. 
IT A LONG 


SHRIDATTA WAS HORRIFIED 
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS. 


MY PARENTS 
WITH 
MRIGANKAKA, 


MY DIVINE EN 


pon 


| 5 


PLL AVENGE DN 


Lert rigor 

ㅣ co ro uwan 

WHERE THE 

OTHERS ARE 
WAITING 


BEEN KILLED AND 
1 HAVE NOT YET 
AVENGED THEIR 


Y 
you ARE ALWAYS | 1 HAVE REASON LET'S GO TO THE 
MOODY, ENOUGH. MY FAIR. IT WILL 
SHRIDATTA, PARENTS HAVE CHEER YOU UP. 


AT THE FaIR= . / SHE 15 peıncess ELF he WANTS HER TO 

ARORNEAVATLTHE JT MARY A RICH AND: 

WHO HAT POWERFUL PRINCE, 

LOVELY GIRL? F ONE FIT TO BECOME 
Hio EIE E 


(THE PRINCESS HAS BEEN 
BITTEN BY A SNAKE. 


॥ FOR THEN? 
ui i 


WHAT IS THE MATTER? 
WHO 15 THIS 


STRANGER ? 


HOW BEAUTIFUL 
SHE 151 1 WISH 
SHE WERE MINE. 


му DAVICUR! 
ГОМЕ MY 
LIFE TO YOU. 


WHAT 15 HAPPENING: 
HERE? HOW IS, 
MRIGANKAVATI £ 


1 TAN ALL. 
RIGHT NOW, 
FATHER. ' Д 


SHE WAS BITTEN BY 
A SNAKE. THIS 
MAN HAS JUST 
REVIVED HER... 


"LL SEE THAT YOU ARE 
PROPERLY REWARDED, 
My son! 


I DON'T. WANT A 

REWARD. | AM 
GLAD I WAS 

THERE IN TIME. 


05 SHROT TA пан FRENDS WALKED ANAY- || ١ JUST REMEMBERED. 
MIND YOUR ЭТЕР. WHAT CET. @ 


ARE YOU THINKING CF? 9) 


~ 


EX. rere 


DON'T, IT WILL GIVE 
SHRIDATTA AN EXCUSE 
TO MEET HER AGAIN. 


LOVE VOU, X MY FATHER WILL 
MRIGANKAVATI. | NEVER AGREE . HE 
WILL You 


MARRY me? 


SHRDATTA, YOU MUST BE RIGHT. PLL 
SEEN IN THE CITY TOMORROW | YOU LATER. TAKE 


CONNECT YOU WITH 
MRIGANKAVATI'S: 


MRIGANKAVATI'S DISAPPEARANCE CREATED A STIR THE NEXT MORNING. 


ON A VISIT TO SEE 
THE PLACE AND 


WHAT 


you? 


AFTER THEY НАР CC 
SOME DISTANCE — 


OUR HORSE 15 TIRED. 
WE MUST DISMOLINT 
AND LET HIM REST. 


I CANNOT WALK. Y 
TAM TIRED. 
AND THIRSTY. 


` 


IE BY THIS TREE OR 

BOTH LOOK ALIKE 
HAS CHANGED, 

AND 1 CAN'T DISTINGUISH 
THEM 


WHO ARE 
youtwity 
ARE YOU 
HERE 
ALONE? 


ARE YOu? HOW 
DO you KNOW 


WHEN SHRICATTA ممعم‎ 


СОМЕ „1 MUST TELL THE PRIME 
MINISTER AND HIS WIFE THAT 
RETURNED. THEY HAVE 


GOD BROUGHT YOU HERE TO Y WE HAD NO CHILDREN 
ME. YOU SHALL ВЕ, MY HEIR 
AND MARRY MRIGANKAVATI. 


SHRIDATTA АМО MRIGANKAVAT! WERE MARRIED, A FEW DAYS LATER— 


— سوم‎ [Now | musr eo 
©. 
3 TO FIND MY 


MRICANKAVATI WENT WITH HER UNCLE AND AUNT TO UAIN. 


TAM THE PRIME MINISTER OF \ W am so ReLieveD 
MATHURA, MRIGANKAVATI 15 MY ¿ TO SER YOU. WHY 


DAUSHTER-IN-LAW. Š DID YOU RUN AWAY? 


SHRIDATTA FOUND HIS FRIENDS AND BROUGHT THEM TO UNAIN. 


YOU MUST CHALLENGE J WE'LL MAKE you VI THE KING OF MATHURA 
VIKRAMASHAKI WEL SE ON OUR පට. 
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A TERRIBLE BATTLE WAS FOUGHT OUTSIDE PATALIPUTRA,, IN WHICH... 
== 


L-SHIDATTA KILLED VIKRAMASHAKTI. 
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Give your child a gift he'll treasure ` 
forever-the gift of his own heritage 
in these specially designed 


BUMPER ISSUES 


each containing three 
Amar Chitra Katha titles : 


Rs. 12/- each 
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